










4 RAPPABANNOCK TAKING .DEVICES 

A. 

1. "Hare Gum" or Box Trap 

Animals caught: Rabbits, "possums", 
and small game. 

B. Location: Along the borders of 
woods and fields above 

swamp lands is considered a good spot. 

c. Bait: Onion is considered beat 
for rabbits; this is attached 

to the bait stic~ while part is rubbed 
around the ent~ance in order to destroy 
the human odor and at the same time en­
tice the victim. 

D. Description: A hollow gum log about 
three feet long and 

fifteen inches in diameter is plugged at 
one end (Fig. 1~. ' The log is kept in 
position by four stakes, two at the side 
rear and two at the front. A fifth stake 
may be used to hold in place an im­
provised slab at the rear which serves 
as a plug. A slab of bark of sufficient 
height and width to cover the front 
opening is out and placed over . this 
opening in such a manner that it may 
slide and fit between the two stakes at 
the front. In order to prevent the slab­
door or gate from falling forward, two 
more stakes are driven in front of the 
gate, overlapping the edges about one 
inch. 

Two holes are out at the top of the 
log -- the first about six inches from 
the front, the second seven inches di­
rectly behind the first. A stick 
twenty-five inches long and forked at 
the top is inserted in the first hole so 
that it rests upon the floor· of the tra~ 
This serves as a standard or rest for 
the "bearing stick". The "trigger" 
stick is inserted in the second hole. 
This stick is fourteen inches over all; 
a reverse fork is at the top, five 
inches below which is cut a notch. The 
trigger base is sharpened at the lower 
end, over which the bait is secured. The 
"bearing stick", twenty-one inches long, 
is a straight pole with a short string 
fastened to the forward end. The string 
in turn is attached to the gate. 

By placing the trigger notch under 
the top of the opening or hole and then 
placing the "bearing stick" under the 
trigger fork and over the forked stan­
dard, the weight of the gate upon the 
system keeps the trap set. An animal 
upon entering and touching the bait will 
dislodge the trigger's notch from the 
top of the hole and destroy the tension, 
thus causing the gate to fall . 

2. "Snare" or Spring-pole Noose Trap 

A. Animals caught: "Coons", "possum", 
mink, and the like. 

B. Location: In thickets above swamp-
land, or in obvious ani-

mal runs. 

C. Bait: An ear of corn, a piece of 
meat, possibly a carcass of a 

small animal or bird tied op a stick. 

D. Description: The spring-pole noose 

four parts: 
a series of 
approxi1na te 
(Fig. 1). 

trap is composed of 
the spring pole, the noose, 
nine stakes placed in an 

circle, and the trigger 

The spring pole in the example ob­
served is a hickory sapling (15'7") to 
the top of which is tied the noose rope. 

The noose is placed around the 
circle of sta~es in a manner that the 
knot is between sta~es No. 1 and No. 9 
and over the trigger. The rope (6'7") 
is stretched from the end of the bent 
pole to the trigger. 

The nine stakes, placed in a 
circle (long axis 23-t", short axis 
[diameter] 23"), are used to spread the 
noose. The circle with a long axis 
is used to compensate for the drawing of 
the tightened noose. The stakes (2t') 
are driven into the earth so that about 
a foot is left above the surface. Stakes 
Nos. 1 and 9 each have notches (~") 
slightly below the top (lt") which serve 
to hold the noose. Around the circle 
of stakes, logs and brush are banked "to 
make it look old" (Fig. 23). 

The trigger is composed of two 
parts: the trigger and the standard. 
The standard is twelve inches above the 
surface, at the top of which is an 
angled tenon cut for one and one-quarter 
inches. This is used to hold the trigger. 
The trigger is a rectangular board 
(18"x5"xi") and six inches from the 
front is a rectangular hole (l"x2") 
through which the tenon passes. The bait 
(an ear of corn) is tied to the rear. 

Two men are required to set the 
trap: one to hold the spring pole, and 
another to adjust the noose around the 
semi-circle of stakes. 

An animal that breaks 
trap is- said to be "hung": 
mink three times now." 

away froin a 
"I hung that 













10 RAPPAHANNOCK TAKING DEVICES 

sition when shooting. As such, this 
device is closely allied to the "bow 
with guard" as noted by Osgood (9) in 
the YuKon and has close resemblances to 
Asiatic types. 

It should be noted that the toy bow 
is now not generally known. Boys at 
Indian Nee~ had to be shown by their 
fathers how to hold and discharge it. It 
is therefore understandable that other 
details of bow construction are too 
vague to deserve mention. 

Arrows are simple wooden shafts, 
preferably made of "hog weed" (elder) 
and are sometimes weighted at the rear 
to produce better balance. Points, 
when used, are known as "spikes". 

Crossbow 

The Rappahannock crossbow, (see 
Figs. 8 and 25), though again rele­
gated to the status of a toy, is part of 
the traditional store of knowledge. The 
stock is cut from a rectangular piece of 
yellow pine, measuring about three feet 
in length, about four inches high at the 
butt, tapering slightly toward the fron~ 
A groove is cut along the top extending 
some seventeen inches from the front. 
This serves as a guiding channel for the . 
arrows. A notch, seventeen inches from 
the rear of the stock, holds the bow 
string when the bow is set. A square 
hole of proper dimension to hold se­
curely, by wedging if necessary, the 
squared grip section of an ordinary bow 
is cut in the stock about nine inches 
from the front. To operate, the cross­
bow is held to the shoulder in the man­
ner of a gun. The bow string is placed 
in the notch, and an arrow is placed in 
the groove. By pushing the bow string 
from the notch with the top of the thumb, 
this manual trigger releases the string 
and discharges the arrow. 

The arrow used with the crossbow is 
cut from an elder branch and when com­
plete measures about six inches over 
all. The point, a very hard bone-like 
spike about one inch and a half long, 
is fashioned from pitch pine and is 
partly inserted within the pith of the 
elder-wood slmft. Generally only one 
feather is used, and this is tied at the 
center one inch from the butt. 

Poisoning of Arrows 

In the early narratives of the 
Southeast so little mention of the use 
of poisons in connection with arrows 
occurs that Swanton, in 1922, expressed 

his doubts of its dependability. In-
stances not to be passed by, however, 
may be cited as positive notations. One 
is given by Swanton (10) which he dis­
misses as probably erroneous, two by 
Flannery ( 11), and several by Speck (12). 
The point is eminently worthy of debate 
in the future discussion of cultural 
properties of the total southeastern 
area. In the immediate Virginia 
Tidewater area most records are signifi­
cantly silent. Not so, however, is the 
testimony among living groups of the 
tribal descendants. We may first con­
sider the archival sources and then let 
the contemporary groups attest their 
traditions. 

Despite the difficulty Swanton 
found in discovering specific reference 
to arrow poisoning among Virginia 
Indians, a positive statement is given 
by Captain Gabriel Archer, 1607, while 
sojourning for a day at Arahatec (Arrow­
hattuck) on the James. This was called 
to our attention by Mr. C. A. Weslager 
at the last moment. The significant 
quotation is "One gaue me a Roote where­
with they poison .their Arrowes" ( 13). 
The puzzling nature of the whols ques­
tion, however, still confronts us. Had 
the Indians during the succession of 
contests with the English customarily 
resorted to the use of poisoned arrows, 
constant mention of heathenish villainy 
in warfare would be expected to occur in 
the narratives of the times. The prac­
tice may have been unusual in human con­
flicts at ~he time among native peoples 
of the immediate area. Archer's obser­
vation is backed up, however, by his 
mention of an antidote, "the herbe 
called in their tongue wisacan, which 
they say heals poysoned woundes". This 
herb has been identified as Apocynum 
androsaemifolium (L.) (14). 

Another important but somewhat 
equivocal source concerning arrow poison 
in the area comes from a letter written 
by the Rev. John Clayton, once Dean of 
Y~ldare in Ireland, to Dr. Gren in an­
swer to several queries sent to him in 
1687. Here is what he wrote,"there 
(are) traditions of their having an art 
to poison their darts, but I could never 
find any solid ground for that report" 
(15). How this statement is to be 
taken remains for the critic of sources 
to decide. One could say about the 
same thing today concerning the handed­
down evidence of "an art to poison 
arrows" among descendants of the same 
tribes two hundred and fifty years after 
Clayton's time. Several instances have 
come to light among the descendants of 






































