
Mobilizing	
  Two	
  Countries	
  for	
  
Conserva5on	
  

Rusty	
  Blackbird	
  Spring	
  Migra5on	
  Blitz	
  

Judith	
  C.	
  Scarl,	
  Vermont	
  Center	
  for	
  Ecostudies	
  
Co-­‐Authors:	
  Carol	
  Foss,	
  Dean	
  Demarest,	
  Kate	
  Heyden,	
  

and	
  Pam	
  Sinclair	
  



Blitz:	
  Background	
  

•  Increased	
  understanding	
  of	
  breeding	
  and	
  
wintering	
  ecology	
  

•  Successful	
  Winter	
  Blitz	
  
•  What	
  about	
  migra5on?	
  
– Hotspots?	
  
– Habitat	
  selec5on?	
  



Blitz:	
  Objec5ves	
  

•  Determine	
  important	
  migratory	
  stopover	
  sites	
  
for	
  spring	
  migra5on	
  

•  Assess	
  consistency	
  of	
  numbers	
  and	
  5ming	
  at	
  
stopover	
  loca5ons	
  

•  Use	
  Blitz	
  to	
  strengthen	
  rela5onships	
  with	
  
partners	
  

•  Use	
  Blitz	
  to	
  engage	
  birding	
  community	
  and	
  
raise	
  awareness	
  about	
  RUBL	
  conserva5on	
  



Timing	
  

•  Focus	
  on	
  Spring,	
  2014-­‐2016	
  
•  Overall	
  dates	
  1	
  March-­‐	
  15	
  June	
  
•  Target	
  survey	
  windows	
  for	
  each	
  state/province	
  
	
  



Par5cipa5on	
  and	
  Structure	
  
•  38	
  States,	
  9	
  Canadian	
  Provinces,	
  3	
  Canadian	
  
Territories	
  

•  Interna5onal	
  coordinator	
  
•  Coordina5on	
  commi^ee	
  
•  ~60	
  State/Province	
  coordinators	
  
•  Birders	
  submit	
  all	
  data	
  through	
  eBird	
  



Par5cipant	
  
Resources	
  



The	
  Launch	
  
23	
  States	
  Begin	
  Blitz	
  



16-­‐31	
  March	
  
All	
  Con<nental	
  US	
  (37	
  states)	
  



1-­‐15	
  April	
  
14	
  Southern	
  States	
  finished;	
  
6	
  Canadian	
  Provinces	
  begin	
  



16-­‐30	
  April	
  
All	
  of	
  Canada	
  (except	
  Nunavut)	
  
Only	
  11	
  northernmost	
  US	
  states	
  



1-­‐15	
  May	
  

Cont.	
  US	
  officially	
  
finished	
  with	
  Blitz	
  



16-­‐31	
  May	
  



1-­‐15	
  June	
  





Between	
  1	
  March	
  and	
  15	
  June	
  2014…	
  

…	
  4570	
  birders	
  submi^ed	
  13,398	
  checklists	
  with	
  
RUBL	
  observa5ons	
  
…	
  #	
  of	
  checklists	
  repor5ng	
  RUBL	
  increased	
  61%,	
  
compared	
  with	
  the	
  same	
  period	
  in	
  2013	
  



Next	
  Step:	
  Iden5fying	
  Hotspots	
  
•  Need	
  to	
  iden5fy	
  poten5al	
  hotspots	
  to	
  direct	
  
birder	
  effort	
  in	
  2015	
  

•  IBA	
  criteria	
  for	
  Rusty	
  migra5on:	
  90+	
  individuals	
  







Conclusions	
  and	
  Future	
  Direc5ons	
  
•  Excellent	
  Blitz	
  par5cipa5on-­‐	
  target	
  more	
  
outreach	
  in	
  the	
  Northwest	
  

•  Data	
  from	
  2014	
  Blitz	
  will	
  guide	
  2015-­‐6	
  effort	
  
•  Aher	
  three	
  years-­‐	
  iden5fy	
  areas	
  most	
  
important	
  to	
  RUBL	
  during	
  spring	
  migra5on	
  

•  Blitz	
  data	
  can	
  generate	
  addi5onal,	
  testable	
  
hypotheses	
  about	
  flock	
  movement	
  pa^erns	
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