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Status and Threats





Flyway Scale Habitat Change Analysis – Wetland 
area change from the mid-1970s to mid-1990s
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Types of Wetlands

Management 
Regimes



Forested Wetlands
• Approximately 1.1 million acres in SC

• 20% loss from 1952-1985

• Mostly in private ownership

• Timber Industry

• Largely “unmanaged” - silviculture









Managed Wetlands

• Approximately 70,000 acres in SC

• Approximately 70% in private ownership

• Other is State and Federal

• Intensively managed for waterfowl, 
shorebirds, and waterbirds





Protected Areas 
and Conservation 

Strategies



Conservation Planning

• Atlantic Coast Joint Venture Waterfowl 
Implementation Plan

• South Atlantic Migratory Bird Initiative

• State Wildlife Action Plans

• ACJV Landscape Conservation Design











Conservation Strategies

• Acquisition – federal, state, NGO
• Conservation easements – federal, state, NGO 

(The Nature Conservancy, Ducks Unlimited, 
Inc., other land trusts

• Restoration/enhancement of managed wetlands
• North American Wetlands Conservation Act 

(Standard and Small)
• National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grants




